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Guide for Using Online Catalogs:

University of Washington Libraries, NOAALINC, and NW/AFSC Library

	
	University of Washington

	NOAALINC
“Power Search”
	NW/AFSC Library


	Summary
	▪Contains records for holdings at all UW campuses.

▪6 million records, including 50,000+ serial publications.

▪Does not include UW Law Library holdings – separate catalog linked from main UW catalog page
	▪Contains records for holdings at most (not all) NOAA libraries.  Currently includes many NW/AFSC records.

▪Select the “POWER SEARCH” tab.
	▪Contains records for holdings for NW/AFSC Library at Montlake.

▪In Spring 2003, all records will be loaded into NOAALINC.

▪Local NW/AFSC catalog will remain available through 2003.

	Combining Search Terms 
	▪Can combine terms with BOOLEAN operators only when doing a Keyword Search.
	▪Catalog attempts to find records that contain all words entered in a given field (i.e., default BOOLEAN “AND”);

▪Search for phrases by combining terms with “ADJ” (the adjacency operator).

▪Delimit phrase with single quotes ‘  ’ and include “and” & “or” in double quotes.
	▪Catalog attempts to match the entire string entered in each text box;

▪Cannot use BOOLEAN operators (“AND”, “OR”, “AND NOT”) within a text box;

▪Use multiple text boxes and BOOLEAN radio buttons to combine terms.

	Truncation Characters


	(Keyword searches only):


*
1-5 characters


**
any # of characters 

E.g., salm* returns “salmon” not “salmonidae”
	(Can be used in any field):




$

	 (Keyword searches only):




*

	Keyword Search
	▪Default operator between words: “ADJ”

▪Searches for occurrences of adjacent terms within most catalog record fields.

▪Must use wildcard character to find additional terms!
	▪Default operator between words: “AND”

▪Searches for occurrences of all listed terms within most catalog record fields.
	▪Catalog attempts to match search string(s) with string(s) located at any position within most catalog record fields.

	Author Search
(Person, organization, and meeting names)
	[Last Name], [First Initial or Name]; or

[Organization or Meeting Name]
Default: “Begins with” search – attempts to match search string with the beginning of the author field.
	[Last Name], [First Initial or Name]; or

[Organization or Meeting Name]
Default: Returns records for which the search string matches a string anywhere in the author field.
	[Last Name], [First Initial or Name]; or

[Organization or Meeting Name]
Default: “Begins with” search – attempts to match search string with the beginning of the author field.

	Title Search
	▪Catalog attempts to match the search string with the beginning of the title (or series title);

▪Ignores leading articles (“A”, “An”, “The”) at the beginning of a title;

▪Ignores wildcards in search string.
	▪Catalog attempts to match the search string with any word in the title (or series title);

▪Wildcards may be used in the search string.
	▪Catalog attempts to match the search string with the beginning of the title (or series title);

▪Ignores leading articles (“A”, “An”, “The”) at the beginning of a title;

▪Ignores wildcards in search string.

	Check Availability

(Circulation Status)
	▪Right-hand column indicates circulation status: “AVAILABLE”, “DUE MM-DD-YY”, or “MISSING”

▪For serials, each record displays a separate status line for each physical item;

▪Select Latest Received link to see status of recent serials issues (“ARRIVED”, “BOUND”, “LATE”).

▪Select View Additional Copies… button to see list of all holdings.
	▪Each record indicates the NOAA libraries holding that item, but the current circulation status is not indicated.
	▪From an individual record, copy and paste call # into “Check Status” box. Use only the call # “root” (i.e., trim trailing dates, report numbers, and volume numbers) to get the most accurate status info. Some materials may be bound with others and checked out.

▪E.g., To check the status of SH11.A36 #237 search on


SH11.A36
▪If item is listed, it is most likely checked out.  Contact library to be certain.

	Sorting Search Results
	Default Order: Reverse chronological, by year of publication.

To sort results: On Keywords search screen, select desired order from the “Search and Sort” drop-down menu.


	Default Order: Reverse chronological, by year cataloged (doesn’t necessarily match publication date).

To sort results: Select desired order using the “sort by” drop-down box in the lower left corner of “Lookup Options”.
	Default Order: By Material Number (irrelevant to user).

To sort results: Click on column heading.

	Other Features
	▪Export Records: To manipulate an individual record, select the “Save Record” button in the upper right of the screen; at any time, select “Export Saved Records” to email, print, or save those records.  It is possible to export records in EndNote and Pro-Cite formats.
▪Can search books by ISBN number.
	▪Export Records: On search results screen, click checkboxes of records that you want to email, print or save; select the “Print/View” button. Note that you cannot export records in a format compatible with Pro-Cite or EndNote.
	▪On search results screen, “lock” records of interest by clicking the appropriate checkbox; these records will continue to appear with results from later searches; remove locks by selecting “Reset” on the main search screen or “Clear locks” on the search results screen.


Search Tips / Strategies

Journals

-When searching for journals in the UW Libraries Catalog, it is often possible to locate a record for a specific journal by doing a Title Search on the journal abbreviation that is often provided in a citation (from an article, or in a database like ASFA). This can be helpful for finding journals for which an abbreviation is ambiguous.

-E.g., A Title Search for “J Wildl Dis” retrieves the record for “Journal of wildlife diseases”.

Other serial publications (like proceedings, symposia, bulletins, etc.)

-Try searching by combining concepts (example citation: “Proceedings of the Twelfth Pacific Northwest Symposium for water pollution research”)

Concept 1:
Type of publication


e.g.,
keyword = “proceedings”

Concept 2:
Responsible organization or

e.g.,
keyword = “Pacific Northwest Symposium”

Meeting name

Concept 3:
Topic




e.g.,
keyword = “water pollution”

-Combine these three concepts with BOOLEAN “AND” operators.

-In the NW/AFSC catalog, this example returns the record for “Proceedings of the 12th Pacific Northwest Symposium on water pollution research”.  At UW, the title for this same item is simply “Proceedings”. Note the differences from the original citation—an exact Title Search on the original citation would not have retrieved this record in either catalog.

-This strategy can be used in most catalogs, by using an “Advanced Search” or “Power Search” screen to combine terms.

Pitfalls to avoid

The following issues are relevant in most catalogs:

· “&” vs. “and”
It may be necessary to search using each of these strings.  For example, a Title Search on “Assessment and status” retrieves no results in the NW/AFSC catalog, but “Assessment & status” retrieves the record for “Assessment & status of Pacific rim salmonid stocks”. The opposite is true in NOAALINC, where the title is “Assessment and status of Pacific rim salmonid stocks”.

· Numeral vs. spelled-out number

This often applies to numbered meetings (conferences, symposia, etc.).  The catalog record usually will present the number as it appears on the publication itself, so it may be presented either as a numeral or a number that is spelled out (e.g., “6th” vs. “sixth”).  If a search with one form does not produce a record, try searching with the other form.  Another strategy is to break your search into components, as described under “Serial publications” above, which is especially useful when a library holds a number of issues from a particular series.

